SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION/MERCANTILISM – 1650 TO 1800
OVERVIEW
This module is the first in our course. As such, we begin by exploring the course requirements and the breadth of the content. Don’t panic! We cover a long period of time in this course, so there is bound to be unfamiliar territory. The content of this unit explores the development of science and society, and you begin your research skill-building by exploring the resources available at the CCCOnline Library.
In this module, the readings, videos, explorations and additional resources touch on everything from Galileo’s fight with the Church to art to technology. These resources constitute the textbook for this course, and your understanding relies on your completing and comprehending them. Don’t be afraid to ask questions! That’s why we have the discussion boards. In the online world, I have no idea you have a concern or question unless you tell me.
INTRODUCTION
Module 1 covers the period from 1650 to approximately 1800 in Europe, looking at the Scientific Revolution and the economic theory of Mercantilism. As a Western Civilization course, we only touch on Asia, Africa, and the Americas in brief during this period.
One aspect of history that is very difficult for students to comprehend, and which you should always be conscious of, is perspective. These peoples lived in different times. What’s important to many of us today (freedom, liberties, gender and racial equality, etc.) may not (probably won’t) have been important to the people you are studying. Try not to impose your presentism on the past. It’s a slippery slope! For example, today most people believe in humane treatment of all peoples; however, even the very definition of “humane treatment” is relatively new and our modern concept of human rights was not defined until the mid-20th century. Thus, you cannot judge the Triangular Trade/African Slave Trade through the lens of human rights or fairness of equal treatment.
After completing this Module, students will be able to:
1. Locate and explain the basic course syllabus and schedule layout and requirements.
2. Explain the basic layout and navigation for this course.
3. Explain the basic grouping and progression of topics for the course.
4. Review the ideas, discoveries, and cultural changes, which evolve into the Scientific Revolution.
5. Discuss the rise of economic mercantilism.
6. List & summarize the research tools available at the CCCOnline Library in a brief summary of research tools available, ask questions, and begin basic research for final assignment (History Detective).
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